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S h u t t e r

In  shor t  I  might  l eave  tha t  tha t  be  tha t  or  no t  be  tha t )  I  might  t ry  to  ga ther  

forgot ten  par t s  of  bracke ts  l e f t  here  and  there  and  to  put  ones  match)  You have  

a  n ice  camera  and  do  noth ing  us ing  i t )  So  I  have  to  d ive  in to  the  range  for  

myse l f  in  good t iming)  The  background hydrangea  a l so  has  to  d ive  wi th  v iv id  

co lor  sp lash ing  mud)  through the  lens ,  th rough the  shut te r )  I  have  to  be  

bundled  f resh ly  f lesh ly  wi th  hydrangea)  The  t ime  would  be  jus t  one  

thousandths  second)  Like  tha t ,  the  me-wor ld  as  an  objec t  rushes  on  the  subjec t )

In  shor t  I  might  l eave  tha t  tha t  be  tha t  or  no t  be  tha t  and)  I  am OK but  you ' re  



s t i l l  be  there  and)  A love  le t te r  wr i t t en  on  a  p iece  of  a  cu t -and-fo lded  

notebook,  nowadays  no  one  makes  such  a  th ing  in  a  c lass room)  So  le t te rs  have  

to  ga ther  themse lves  meaningfu l ly  and  have  to  pee l  one  by  one  by  onese l f  and  

then  have  to  d ive  in to  the  s l i t  o f  your  eye l id)  Do you want  to  be  sa id  tha t  you 

don ' t  have  to  say  you ' re  sor ry? )  Do you want  to  be  sa id  tha t  I  don ' t  ca re? )  Or  

how about  a  revenge  note  excava ted  f rom a  corner  of  schoolyard)   Die!  d ie !  or  

o ther )  Someth ing  los t  warmth  and  you  rub  i t  o r  b low brea th  on  i t  t ry ing  to  

rewarm i t  o r )  A d ish  become naked  wi th  i t s  wi l l  and  rush  in to  the  s l i t  o f  your  

l ips ,  o r  someth ing)  Or  I  as  a  d i sh  of  a  mea l )  Sa lad  i s  d ressed  wi th  s lugs  and  

r im of  a  d i sh  i s  garn ished  wi th  sna i l s )  Apprec ia te  the  vege tab le  cu t  by  naked  

me in  the  ra iny  morning)  Come on ,  s tand  up .  Then  mumble .  Le t  i t  show 

c lear ly )  Ra in  began  to  fa l l  on  the  school -commut ing  road  but  no  way  for  



running)  What  happens  i f  be la ted?  Le t ' s  see  i f  I 've  been  la te  for  twenty  years )  

The  wet  road  i s  fu l l  o f  t ree  f rogs  over f lown f rom r ice  f ie ld  and  I  mus t  run  

c los ing  eyes)  Frogs  jump in  be tween my  shoe  so le  and  aspha l t .  Range  ha lved  

and  f rog  in  the  ha l f )  Again  ha lved ,  and  f rog)  ha lve)  ha l )  ha)  h)  h) ) ) )  Whi le  

f rogs  a re  res t ra in ing  her  one  thousandths  second,  the  school  bu i ld ing  must  

t ransform f rom an  a rch i tec ture  to  a  s tudent )  Or,  a  bu i ld ing  must  be  sacr i f iced  

as  a  s tudent )  In  shor t  I  might  l eave  tha t  tha t  be  tha t  o r  no t  be  tha t )  A school  

bu i ld ing ,  wi th  muddy  socks)  A school  bu i ld ing ,  wi th  soaked  uni form)  F ive  

seconds ,  four  - -  a  school  bu i ld ing ,  pre tending  to  be  h idden  in  an  umbre l la )  

Three ,  two - -  a  school  bu i ld ing ,  running  in  fu l l  speed  t ry ing  to  s l ip  through the

c los ing  ga te )  What  happens  i f  I  s tamp on  i t ,  how about  s tamping)  One ,  ze ro  - -  

A school  bu i ld ing ,  wi th  a  c rumpled  sound)  S tand  up .  Mumble .  Mumble  



proper ly.  Le t  i t  show c lear ly  more)  Those  a re  the  reason  why  noth ing  but  the  

empty  school  yard  i s  t aken  when you take  a  photo  around there )  In  the  las t  

someth ing  l ike  a  bone  of  a  sa rd ine  must  pop  out  f rom the  deep  throa t )  In  the  

las t  someth ing  l ike  a  s t r ing  of  asparagus  must  c rawl  out  f rom the  s l i t  of  t ee th)  

every th ing ,  l ike  tha t )  I  might  t ry  to  ga ther  forgot ten  par t s  of  bracke ts  l e f t  here  

and  there  and  to  put  ones  matches)  In  the  end  I  might  l eave  tha t  tha t  be  tha t  o r  

no t  be  tha t .
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